282           Prominent people closely watched.     [Sept. 28.
Eastcheap, the very tavern' where Falstaff and his joyous companions met; the members of which all assume Shakspeare's characters. One is Falstaff, another Prince Henry, another Bardolph, and so on. JOHNSON. ' Don't be of it, Sir. Now that you have a name, you must be careful to avoid many things, not bad in themselves, but which will lessen your character2. This every man who has a name must observe. A man who is not publickly known may live in London as he pleases, without any notice being taken of him; but it is wonderful how a person of any consequence is watched. There was a member of parliament, who wanted to prepare himself to speak on a question that was to come on in the House; and he and I were to talk it over together. He did not wish it should be known that he talked with me; so he would not let me come to his house, but came to mine. Some time after he had made his speech in the house, Mrs, Cholmondeley", a very airy1 lady, told me, " Well, you could make nothing of him !" naming the gentleman ; which was a proof that he was watched. I had once some business to do for government, and I went to Lord North's. Precaution was taken that it should not be known. It was dark before I went; yet a few days after I was told, " Well, you have been with Lord North." That the door of the prime minister should be watched is not strange ; but that a member of parliament should be watched, or that my door should be watched, is wonderful.'
We set out this morning on our way to Talisker, in Uli-nish's boat, having taken leave of him and his family. Mr. Donald M'Queen still favoured us with his company, for
1 Not the very tavern, which was burned down in the great fire, P. CUNNINGHAM,
" I do not sec why I might not have been of this club without lessening my character. But Dr. Johnson's caution against supposing one's self concealed in London, may be very useful to prevent some people from doing many things, not only foolish, but criminal. BOS-
WELL.
3  See ante, iii. 362.
4  Johnson defines airy v&gay, sprightly, full of mirth, &c.
which on the blood and blood-vessels of animals.
